
Leadership awards 2001





Dear Friends,

Welcome to the fifth annual Leadership Awards Luncheon of
Didi Hirsch Community Mental Health Center.

Today’s honorees are Dear Abby, the Los Angeles Times, and
ER — all of whom have campaigned to raise awareness of
the stigma related to mental illness.

I look back some thirty years ago when Didi Hirsch and I
visited Dr. Gerald Jacobson, director of the Los Angeles
Psychiatric Service, and recommended that the United
Hostesses’ Charities add mental health support as our second
community project.

With seed money provided by “King” Hirsch, we qualified to receive a federal grant,
and were designated a Community Mental Health Center.  What an exciting and
challenging ride we’ve had since then!

My wonderful Co-chairs, Jane Nathanson and Ambassador Nancy Hirsch Rubin, have
been essential in contributing to the success of this event.

Many thanks to our Honorary Co-chairs:  Annette Bening, Carrie Fisher, Mariette
Hartley, Dustin Hoffman, Julia Ormond, Nancy Daly Riordan, and Rod Steiger.

To the Board of Directors we extend our gratitude for their on-going counsel and
support.

And to you, our friends and family, we value your enthusiasm and generosity.  When
you leave here this afternoon, I hope you will pledge to continue to partner with us in
erasing stigma and supporting the mental health and substance abuse services we offer
throughout greater Los Angeles.

Warmly,

Bea Stern
Chair

EVENT CHAIR

BEATRICE STERN
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DEAR ABBY



T
he saga of DEAR ABBY is an acknowledged phenomenon of contemporary journal-

ism.  With a daily readership of more than 95 million, the column has a devoted

following who wouldn’t dream of starting their day without first

reading DEAR ABBY.

It began in January 1956, when Pauline Phillips, a 37-year-old newcomer to the San Francisco

area, impulsively phoned the editor of the San Francisco Chronicle and told him she could write

a better advice column than the one she had been reading in his newspaper.  To her surprise, he

challenged her to come in for an interview.  She went.

Pauline Phillips introduced herself as an average, middle-aged housewife who had been happily

married to the same man for 17 years, and had reared two reasonably normal teenaged children.

She explained that although she had taken journalism in college, she had never written profes-

sionally, but she knew she could write an advice column because all her life she had been an

“amateur wailing wall without portfolio.”  She had trained Gray Ladies (hospital volunteers) for

the American Red Cross and served as president of her local mental health society.

After hearing her modest credentials, the busy editor wanted only to get this self-styled journalist

out of his office, so he asked her to write sample replies to some of their previously published

columns.  She did.

The rest is history.  She chose the pseudonym “Abigail Van Buren” and named her column “DEAR

ABBY.”

DEAR ABBY’s success was instant.  Because of her wit, wisdom and common sense approach,

she became nationally syndicated in less than two months.  Mail poured in.

When her secretaries were swamped by the onslaught, she recruited her 14-year-old daughter,

Jeanne, who, under her mother’s watchful eye, earned her allowance responding to mail from

other teenagers.  Within a year, DEAR ABBY was being read in all the major newspapers through-

out the nation.

In 1980, Jeanne became DEAR ABBY’s executive editor.

By 1987, the mother-daughter partnership was co-creating the most popular advice column in

the world — known for its uncommon common sense and youthful perspective.

In recognition of their lifetime of dedicated service in helping others, Didi Hirsch Community

Mental Health Center is proud to honor these two extraordinary women with this year’s Leader-

ship Award.



LOS ANGELES TIMES



he Los Angeles Times, a Tribune Publishing com-

pany, has won 24 Pulitzer Prizes and is the largest

metropolitan daily newspaper in the country.  The

Times publishes four daily regional editions covering the Los

Angeles metropolitan area, Orange and Ventura counties and

the San Fernando Valley, as well as an Inland Valley section.

The Times’ National Edition, launched in late 1998, is distrib-

uted outside this home market.

The Times’ Web site, latimes.com, is one of the leading sources

for national and international news and information on the World

Wide Web, and the primary source of news and information for

and about Southern California.

The Times has consistently provided outstanding news cover-

age on the field of mental health concerning advancements in

treatments, therapies and theory.

In addition, an invaluable forum is made available to experts to

evaluate the impact of specific issues and incidents – thus pro-

moting public awareness and education.

Over the years, more than 150 news stories and series have been

committed to mental health issues.  The Times is fully involved

in reporting available resources, services, and their value to our

community.

Reaching and educating a community as large, dispersed, and

diverse as ours is a daunting task — one that the Times manages

with a remarkable sense of responsibility.  We are delighted to

recognize the role of the Los Angeles Times in “erasing the

stigma.”

T



ER



ombining the extraordinary talents of best-selling au-

thor Michael Crichton, Steven Spielberg’s Amblin

Television, Peabody, Humanitas, and Emmy-win-

ning producer John Wells, and Emmy nominee Jack Orman, “ER”

explores the inner workings of an urban teaching hospital and

the critical issues faced by the dedicated physicians and staff of

its overburdened emergency room.

Starring Anthony Edwards, Eriq La Salle, Noah Wyle, Laura Innes,

Alex Kingston, Goran Visnjic, Maura Tierney, Paul McCrane,

Michael Michele, Erik Palladino and Ming-Na, “ER” is from Con-

stant c Productions and Amblin Television in association with

Warner Bros. Television.  “ER” is entering is seventh season on

the NBC Television Network.

Honored with the prestigious George Foster Peabody Award, as

well as 93 Emmy nominations and 16 wins and numerous other

awards and honors, “ER” follows the lives of the emergency room

staff and residents of County General Hospital, where the differ-

ence between life and death rests on split-second decisions —

and the pressure, joy and guilt are often overwhelming.

“ER” does a remarkable job of developing relevant and realistic

story lines to address mental health issues — reaching millions

of viewers with new information and dispelling myths surround-

ing mental illness.

We at Didi Hirsch Community Mental Health Center salute the

groundbreaking work of “ER” and the talent of this extraordi-

nary group.

C
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HONORARY CO-CHAIRS

We can all be thankful for the dedication, skill and love that
Didi Hirsch Community Mental Health Center gives to people
in need of mental health care.  Knowing we have this facility
in our community, so dedicated to ending the stigma of men-
tal illness, should make us all relieved and proud.

— Annette Bening

The work of Didi Hirsch Community Mental Health Center
is so important to the community of Los Angeles.  As a citi-
zen, I am grateful for their presence, and I am pleased to
serve as an Honorary Chair for this year’s Erasing the Stigma
Mental Health Leadership Awards event. For four years now
I have supported this event, and I regret not being able to be
in attendance today for this celebration of those who are
true leaders in erasing stigma.

— Carrie Fisher



HONORARY CO-CHAIRS

Didi Hirsch Community Mental Health Center is a leader in
the field of mental health in Los Angeles County, and I am
honored to be on the Board of Directors of this vital organiza-
tion.  Every day they fight to end the stigma and shame associ-
ated with mental illness, and I am glad to be a part of this
extraordinary Center of Excellence.

— Mariette Hartley

Last year I had the honor of presenting a Mental Health Lead-
ership Award to U.S. Surgeon General Dr. David Satcher.
This year’s honorees represent great work being done in the
media to fight the stigma of mental illness.  Didi Hirsch Com-
munity Mental Health Center is an important part of Los
Angeles County, and I am pleased to be a part of this won-
derful event.

— Dustin Hoffman



HONORARY CO-CHAIRS

Especially in light of increased school shootings, it is now more
crucial than ever that we acknowledge the relevance of bal-
anced mental health.  Didi Hirsch Community Mental Health
Center plays a vital and extraordinary role in making this
achievable and accessible to all of us.

— Julia Ormond

Through my experience of working with the residents of Los
Angeles, I know first-hand the good work that Didi Hirsch
Community Mental Health Center does.  Their services, par-
ticularly those for children, are an invaluable asset to our
community.

— Nancy Daly Riordan



HONORARY CO-CHAIRS

The condition of the mind is as important as the condition
of the heart.

— Rod Steiger
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JIM GIGGANS

MASTER OF CEREMONIES



A
ward-winning newscaster Jim Giggans is the co-anchor of NBC4’s

“Today in LA: Weekend,” airing Saturdays 7-8AM and Sundays

8-9AM. Giggans also serves as general assignment reporter for the

“Channel 4 News.”

Giggans joined NBC4 in September 1981 as general assignment reporter and has

since covered a number of significant stories. In 1997 he covered the tragic death

of Princess Diana in Paris and her funeral in London. He reported on the Rodney

King beating and ensuing Los Angeles riots in 1992, where he was stationed in

South Central Los Angeles, the heart of the disturbance. In October 1993, Giggans

conducted an exclusive interview with President Clinton from the Oval Office

regarding the controversial NAFTA agreement, and, in 1994, he covered the first

Menendez brothers trial. In addition, he reported on the devastating 1994 South-

ern California firestorms and Northridge earthquake. He was honored as Broadcast

Journalist of the Year in 1995 by the Los Angeles Society of Professional Journalists.

Giggans was named permanent anchor of NBC4’s “Today in LA: Weekend” along

with Tracie Savage in October 1995.

Prior to joining NBC4, Giggans was a morning anchor and general assignment

reporter at KNXT-TV from 1978 to 1981. While there, Giggans was nominated for

a Los Angeles area Emmy Award for his special, “PCP: Introduction to a Crisis.” In

1968, Giggans joined ABC News as a producer, director and writer based at the

network’s New York headquarters. In 1970, he became ABC’s foreign correspon-

dent based in Saigon. For his coverage of the region, Giggans was nominated for

three Emmys and won a 1973 award from the National Association of Media Women

for his “Outstanding Vietnam Coverage.” From 1973 to 1975, Giggans was ABC’s

foreign correspondent based in Paris, where he covered the Middle East and North-

ern Ireland. He earned the prestigious National Press Club Award for his coverage

of the Greek/Turkish War in Cyprus.

Giggans earned his bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of

Washington in Seattle. He received his master’s degree in international politics

from La Sorbonne, La Faculté de Droit et Sciences and L’Institute de Sciences

Politiques in Paris. A native of Seattle, Giggans is married, has two school-aged

children and two adult children and lives in Pacific Palisades.



FIRST LADY OF CALIFORNIA

SHARON DAVIS

LEADERSHIP AWARD PRESENTER



S
haron Davis focuses her attention on issues that affect children’s

health, safety and well being. Both Governor Davis and the First

Lady share a commitment to the State’s most precious resource,

California’s children. The First Lady’s vision of ensuring that all children be

nurtured and cared for in a safe, protective environment complements the

Governor’s priority of strengthening education for California’s six million pub-

lic school children.

As First Lady, Sharon Davis is an effective advocate for children by focusing

on education and health issues. She visits schools throughout the state to

encourage students to raise their expectations and performance as well as to

promote parental involvement.

The First Lady is the official spokesperson for the Healthy Families Program,

California’s health insurance program that provides full medical, dental, and

vision care coverage for children of working families. Since Governor Gray

Davis took office, the number of children enrolled in Healthy Families has

increased by 300 percent.

The First Lady plays a key role in the California Mentor Initiative which as-

sists the Davis Administration’s goal to recruit one million new mentors across

the state. Mentors offer young people encouragement, friendship and moti-

vation to help them not only excel academically, but in every aspect of their

lives.

Each year in October, the First Lady hosts the annual Governor’s Conference

for Women, the most prestigious one-day women’s conference in the nation,

bringing together 10,000 women from diverse backgrounds. She has also

participated in the Habitat for Humanity First Ladies Build national program.

In the early 1990s, First Lady Sharon Davis was founder and managing part-

ner of the Davis Miller Company, a public relations firm specializing in high-

tech companies and consumer products. She previously served as Program

Director for a non-profit foundation, with a $3 million annual giving pro-

gram. The First Lady grew up in the San Diego suburb of Santee with her

parents, Donald and Mary Ryer, her sister and five brothers. She studied jour-

nalism at California State University, Sacramento.



PATTY DUKE

LEADERSHIP AWARD PRESENTER



P
atty Duke, Academy Award winning actress, past president of the Screen

Actors Guild, and best-selling author, has been delighting and challenging

audiences for more than 40 years with her work in movies and on television.

Her Oscar-winning portrayal of blind, mute and deaf Helen Keller in “The Miracle Worker”

launched Patty as one of America’s finest young talents in the 1960s.  Still a teenager, she

went on to enjoy success in “The Patty Duke Show” before establishing herself as one of

television’s most versatile and beloved actresses.

Although she has acted in a wide range of projects, Patty’s television movie credits often

involve stories dealing with controversial or challenging subjects: “Call Me Anna,” in which

she played herself and her struggle with mental illness; “Last Wish,” an adaptation of Betty

Rollin’s book about helping her cancer-stricken mother commit suicide; “Love Lessons,” in

which she played a 50-year-old married woman who discovers she is pregnant; and the

after-school special “Please Don’t Hit Me, Mom,” which dealt with child abuse.

Throughout her career, Patty has made many guest appearances in such successful televi-

sion shows as “Police Story” and “The Streets of San Francisco,” and in 1982 returned to

series television in “It Takes Two” with Richard Crenna.

During the course of her career in television, she has received 11 Emmy nominations and

three Emmys, two Golden Globes, and a People’s Choice Award.  One of her greatest

personal achievements was winning the People’s Choice Award for her role in “It Takes

Two,” in which she and Crenna portrayed a couple juggling the demands of their profes-

sional and personal lives.  This is a role Patty knows well.  In addition to being a respected

actress, she is also wife to Michael Pearce, mother and stepmother to eight children, and

author of two best-selling books on her life and her struggle with mental illness.

Her 1987 autobiography “Call Me Anna” recounts the pain of her early years separated

from her family while pursuing an acting career and the tumultuous adult years before she

was diagnosed as suffering from manic-depression.  In her 1992 “A Brilliant Madness,” she

joined with medical reporter Gloria Hochman to write about the effects of her illness,

diagnosis and treatment, and offer a guide to others suffering from manic-depressive illness.

Her very public discussion of her struggle with mental illness has earned Patty the Eleanor

Roosevelt Award for her work on behalf of women’s rights and the gratitude of many who,

encouraged by her candor, seek treatment without the fear of stigma.



MISSION STATEMENT
Didi Hirsch Community Mental Health Cen-
ter is committed to empowering our clients to
maximize their potential by providing quality
behavioral services to the community and those
in need.

VALUE STATEMENT
We believe that healthy individuals and nur-
turing families are the foundation of a healthy
community. Since 1942, Didi Hirsch Commu-
nity Mental Health Center has fostered the
emotional well-being of people of all ages.

WE ARE
Accessible - Our community-based services are
available regardless of age, ethnicity, or abil-
ity to pay.

Comprehensive - Our programs encompass a
full continuum of prevention, early interven-
tion, and treatment services for individuals,
families, and the community.

Client Centered - Our clients actively partici-
pate in determining their own treatment goals,
and are encouraged to be involved in program
planning and evaluation.

Culturally Competent - Our staff represents the
wide diversity of clients we serve and provide
care respectful of each client’s life experience.

Responsive - Our programs evolve in response
to community needs.

Supportive - Our work environment encour-
ages individual and team excellence in caring
for our clients.

Advocates - Our efforts focus on clients’ rights
and erasing the stigma of mental illness and
substance abuse.

Innovative - Our programs reflect continual re-
newal through education, training and re-
search.

Accountable - Our services provide measur-
able clinical and fiscal outcomes to those we
serve and those who support us.

HISTORY
Since 1942, Didi Hirsch Community Mental
Health Center has provided mental health ser-
vices to the people of Los Angeles. We offer a
full range of counseling, mental health, and
substance abuse programs, serving 35,000 chil-
dren, families, adults and seniors each year
from communities throughout Southern Cali-
fornia.

The Center was founded as the first commu-
nity-based adult outpatient clinic in Los Ange-
les. With the inspiration and generosity of Mrs.
I. Kingdon (Didi) Hirsch, the Center’s Culver
City headquarters were established in 1974.

At 12 service sites and many schools through-
out the County, we provide treatment regard-
less of an individual’s ability to pay, creating a
safety net for those in need. We offer services
to the working poor and uninsured, and to
those unable to find help elsewhere.

We invite you to visit the Center to see for your-
self the range of care that we provide — from
our 24-hour emergency crisis line to day treat-
ment to community outreach. It is your sup-
port that makes our work possible.
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DIDI HIRSCH COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH CENTER
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Paula & Barry Litt and
Jacqueline Kirschbaum
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Rhino Records

Andrew E. Rubin
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Linda Shahinian and Herb Schiff

Ralph and Shirley Shapiro

Barry Smith

Ruth and Bud Smoot

Jeffrey Stern

Graham Yost

Robert M. Zigman and Brad L. Jensen

FRIENDS
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Susan Adelman and Claudio Llanos

Felice and Richard Cutler
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Mae and Marvin Goodson Foundation

Gary Haber

Harrington Whittemore

Hillside Memorial Park and Mortuary
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Sheri and Marc Rapaport

Ronald I. Silverman

Melissa Thomas and John Spiegel

Regina Steiner and Norman R. Tyre



LEGACY BENEFACTOR

THE FAMILY OF

DIDI AND KING HIRSCH



WITH DEVOTION AND GRATITUDE TO

OUR BRIGHT STAR

BEA STERN
OUR LINK TO THE PAST AND FACILITATOR

OF A BETTER FUTURE FOR ALL

THE FAMILY OF DIDI AND KING HIRSCH
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ERASING THE STIGMA LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2001
A TREMENDOUS SUCCESS
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Central Courier Service

Laura Curry

Judi Davidson

Davidson & Choy Publicity

Floral Art

Fresh Graphics

Full Bleed

Scott Gemmill

Shannon Goss

Lorraine Lyou

Luis Maimoni

Jorge Martinez

Jennifer McGarigle

Hilary McKenna

Mercury Mailing Systems, Inc.

Barbara Morrow

Neerken Photography

Thomas Neerken

PALOMA Event Management

Paperchase Printing, Inc.

Carlos Silva

Mina Silverstone

Social Graces

Sarah Timperman





Reference #38

DIDI HIRSCH
COMMUNITY
MENTAL HEALTH CENTER
4760 S. SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD
CULVER CITY, CA 90230
(310) 390-6612
(310) 398-5690 FAX


